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GENTLEMEN, 


N "i ys 
N Wi my Duty called upon me to 
/ Y prepare a Sermon for the Aſſizes at 
Norwich, no Subject appeared to me more 
ſuitable to the Solemnity of that occaſion, 
than the Miſchiefs which religious Enthu- 
ſiaſin and falſe Zeal are apt to occaſion and 
had, in fact, ſo lately occaſioned in many 
parts of the Kingdom, and particularly in 
that Great City. For I ſuppoſed I could not 
any way more uſefully diſcharge the Office, 
1 to which the Favour of the High Sheriff had 
appointed me, than by ſeconding, at ſuch a 
ſeaſon, the prudent endeavours of the Ma- 
; giſtracy and Clergy of the Place to reſtore 
that Peace and CHARIT v, which had ſuf- 
fered ſo much from the public unhappy Diſ- 


| ſentions of miſtaken, but well-meaning Men. 


Tusk being my Views in the Diſcourſe, 
then delivered by me, I could not but take 
a Satisfaction to find the general Purpoſe of 

| it 


[ vii 


it approved by your Judgments, and was 


the more readily diſpoſed to comply with 


your Requeſt of making it public, as I was 
very ſenſible how great an Influence the Au- 
thority of your Names would give to it. 


As little deſerving then as I muſt needs 


think this plain Sermon of that Honour in 


other reſpects, I freely yield it to your Com- 
mands, and ſhall have no cauſe to repent 
me of this compliance, if it may contribute, 


in any degree, towards producing that good 
Effect, which your truly Chriſtian Diſpoſi- 


tions intended by it. 
I am, GEN TEUR, 
with all Reſpect 
Your moſt Obedient and moſt 
Humble Servant, 


Cambridge, 
30 Aug. 1752. 


The PREAC HERR. 
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St. Jamss iii. 18. 


The a of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace, of 


them that make peace. 


I'TH this divkie aphoriſm doth the holy 
Apoſtle cloſe his deſcription of evangelical 
wiſdom, wh, faith he, is firſt pure; then 

peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated; full of 
mercy and good fruits; without partiality, without hy= 

pocriſy. How different from the character both of 


the ancient Gentile and Jewiſh w:/dom ! the genius 


of which was ſtubborn, haughty and contentious : 
with this only difference, that the Pagan philoſophy 


was quarrelſome and diſputatious ; the Jewiſh righ- _ 


teouſneſs bigotted and vindictive. They had neither 


of them any thing to do with peace, which was an 


attribute reſerved for the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt; 
all whoſe intereſts are beſt promoted by mild and 
gentle methods, and by ſuch perſons as are moſt con- 


ſpicuous for the exerciſe of the humane and friendly 


virtues. The fruit of righteouſneſs is sow in peace, of 
THEM that make peace. 


Axp indeed the thing ſpeaks itſelf, had the fa- 
ered oracles been ſilent on this ſubject. For what 
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[2] 
can rage and violence do but indiſpoſe us for the re- 
ception of any truth ? which is very unlikely to gain 
admittance into the mind, while the affections are 
eſtranged by rough and uncivil uſage. For, tho the 
appeal of evangelical, as of all other truth, be to the 
reaſon of mankind, yet we cannot but know how 
unfair a hearing the is likely to have where the 
=p judge is previouſly engaged by paſſion, or more pro- 
perly where ſuſpicion, miſtruſt, and reſentment, like 
officious and watchful guards, prevent her very acceſs 
to the tribunal. | 
Nox is this uncharitable and bitter ſpirit leſs re- 
pugnant to the end of religious truth, than to the na- 
ture of the human mind and every rational method 
of conviction. For all truth, that is worth contend- 
ing for, hath an immediate reference to the ſocial 
enjoyment and happineſs of mankind. And it is more 
| eſpecially the avowed aim of the religious truths of 
| the Goſpel to promote peace on earth, good will to- 
5 | wards men. How ſtrange and contradictory muſt it 
then be, to think of accompliſhing this end by mea- 
ſures vidbly deſtructive of it! As if mutual animoſi- 
ties and contentions were the way to peace, or the 
unreſtrained exerciſe of the furious paſſions the pro- 
"1 per means of conciliating god will. Yet ſuch, in- 
truth, is the folly of all thoſe who pretend by 
the wrath of man to work the righteouſneſs of God: A 
folly of ſo enormous a ſize, that one would think it 
could have no exiſtence in the human mind, if the 


hiſtories of all times did not afford too clear and am- 
0 Pe —̃ Ü—Ä— 


Bur 


"ET 1 


Bur here the unhappy bigot, whoſe zeal ariſeth 
from his ignorance and intemperate paſſion, and who 
yet would cover both by a ſhew of reaſon, is ready to 
reply to us, © That he acknowledges, as well as we, 
<« the proper end of goſpel truth to be the happineſs 
of mankind, but that this is ſo far from being an 
ce argument againſt rigorous methods of impoſing it, 


ce that it is the very thing which induceth him to 


ce make uſe of them. For a religion ſo fitted to pro- 


* mote the welfare of ſociety, is not, he concludes, 


© to wait for the cuſtomary and flow advances of con- 


e viction by reaſon. The way, is firſt, by dint of vio- 


© lence, to oblige men to the profeſſion of it, and then 
© leave them, at their leiſure, to find the reafonable- 
* neſs, and reap the full bleſſing of it.“ 


| SoMETHING like this, I ſuſpect, may be the ſecret | 


| account which the perſecutor renders to himſelf of 
his uncharitable proceedings, as well as that other and 


more public plea of his concern for the ſalvation of ſouls, 


But the ſophiſtry of the former of theſe pretenccs, 


is not leſs apparent than of the latter: Or, rather, 


one plain and obvious reflexion at once confutes bh. 


For the general harmony and good of ſociety, which 


our holy religion intendeth, and is fitted to produce, 
preſuppoſeth a real and ſincere conviction of the rea- 
ſonableneſs of its demands, and the divinity of its pre- 
tenſions ; juſt as ſuch fncerity of belief and profeſſion 
is further neceſſary to our future ſalvation. For Chri- 
ſtianity will not operate as a charm. We mult firſt 
embrace it with the unfeigned aſſent of our minds, be- 

„ | fore 
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fore it can be expected to influence our practice, or 
produce the bleſſings either of temporal or eternal 
peace. But how ſhall this aſſent be wrought in us by 
violent meaſures ? What is there in the fires of per- 
ſecution to enlighten the underſtanding ? Or how is 
the torture of the body likely to ſerve to the quiet and 
aſſurance of the mind in faith? Or, is mere outward 
conformity ſufficient to theſe great effects? Certainly 
not; when beſides the corruption which habits of hy- 
pocriſy carry into the ſoul, the very reſtraint and un- 
eaſineſs of ſuch a ſituation, alienates the mind, and 
even hardens it againſt the impreſſions of reaſon and 
argument. So that in every view the way of force in 
conſtraining the conſciences of men is unjuſtifiable; 


equally impolitic, as iniquitous z pe, as well 


as unchriſtian. 


Bur ſenſeleſs and unrighteous as this ſcheme of 
promoting religious truth is, and generally as the op- 


poſite principles of charity and toleration are under- 


ſtood in this happy and proteſtant nation, yet ſtill we 
ſhould not be too ſecure in this matter. The vaſt im- 
portance of keeping up in our minds a lively ſenſe of 
theſe Chriſtian principles, will always make it becom- 
ing a miniſter of the Goſpel to infiſt upon them, and 


certain conjunctures will ſometimes make it ſeaſonable. 


For, amidſt all the effuſion of Goſpel-light which 
ſurrounds us, it is ſtill to be lamented (and the weak- 
neſs of our nature will ever make it a juſt ſubje of 


lamentation) that human reaſon is apt to loſe itſelf in 


dark and gloomy fancies of its own raiſing. And what 


* —— 


is more pitiable, the men who are ſubject to theſe il- 
luſions are commonly ſuch are warmed with the beſt 
intentions, and moſt penetrated with a love and vene- 


ration of the Goſpel. Wi 
Or theſe miſtaken perſons there are /w9 o ſorts, who, 
the moſt enlightened times, are much diſpoſed to 
run counter to the Apoſtle's inſtruction of ſezorng the 
Fruit of righteouſneſs in peace. They are, indeed, directly 
oppoſed to each other in their deſigns and views, but 
equally governed by the ſame unweighed principle of 
proſecuting their intentions in a violent unpeaceful 
manner. The intereſts of righteouſneſs however are 
ſuppoſed to be in the hearts of both parties. What 
pity then they ſhould diſgrace ſo good purpoſes by the 
wild tumultuous methods they take to put them in 


execution! In a word, the perſons I mean are the 


religious entbufiaſt on the one hand, and the zealous 
 oppoſer of ent huſiaſtic pretenſions on the other. Of both 
which it may be affirmed with great truth, that they 
know not what ſpirit they are of, while each, to accom- 
pliſh his own end, is unhappily led to diſturb the 
public peace, and to offend againſt Chriſtian charity. 
AND firſt, THE ENTHUSIASTIC CHRISTIAN, hear- 
ing and reading much of the operations of the holy 
ſpirit, eaſily falls into the conceit of his ſtanding high 
in the favour of Heaven, and of his being honoured 
with I know not what celeſtial communications. The 
miſconception of Scripture, a melancholic habit, the 
fumes of a diſtempered fancy, and inordinate ſelf-love, 
ſome, or all of theſe cauſes working together, hurry 


hun 
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him into the belief of his being influenced in an ex- 
traordinary manner by the Spirit of God. And when 
this notion has taken root in him, it muſt needs grow 


into all the exorbitancies of ungoverned piety. All in- 
ferior conſiderations give way to this fond and over- 
bearing paſſion : And he willingly ſubmits the whole 
of his conduct to the impreſſions, the illuminations, 
the illapſes, or by. whatever ſtill groſſer name he 
chuſes to diſtinguiſh the operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Theſe he makes the very ſign and teſt of all ſaving and 


true religion. And having worked himſelf into an in- 
tenſe perſuaſion of this high and bleſſed ſtate of Chri- 


ſtian perfection, no wonder his heart is all on fire to 
drive other men into it. Struck with this flattering vi- 


ſion, he ſets up for a teacher of the true faith: And 


ſuppoſing his call from above to be as certain as that 
of the Apoſtles themſelves, ſcruples at no extraordi- 
nary means of fulfilling his aſſumed office. He con- 
ſiders not what the peace of the world, the propriety 


and decency of public worſhip, the good order of ſo- : 


ciety, and the eſtabliſhed ordinances of the church 
require of him. He reckons for nothing whatever 
ſtands in his way to the immediate and ſpeedy execu- 
tion of his deſigns; but goes forth, with the ſpirit of a 
martyr, to ſpread his doctrines abroad in the land, tho 
his manner of doing 1 it be the moſt irregular, and tho 
his application be to very unfit judges, the loweſt of 
the people. He traverſes earth and ſea to make proſe- 
lytes; and thinks his commiſſion from Heaven of 
that certainty — that importance, that no difficul- 
ä ties, 


71 


ties, no dangers, no temporary miſchiefs, either to 
himſelf or others, ſhould withhold him from making 
it known to all nations. 


Ox cannot, indeed, but admire fach earneſt, at the 


ſame time that one pities and condemns ſuch ground- 


leſs and ill-direQted zeal. What true ſervice to religion 
might not a breaſt ſo warmed be able to do, if under 


the guidance of well- interpreted Scripture and ſober 

piety ! What increaſe of Chriſtian righteouſneſs might 
not be expected, if every man in his own ſtation, and 
within his proper province, would appear thus hear- 


tily in the cauſe: of it! But here, as the means are 


wrong and ill choſen, fo the end is confuſion and 


every evil work. Having no credentials of their miſ- 


ſion but a ſtrong perſuaſion, the application of theſe 
men is of courſe, not to the reaſon but the paſſions 
of mankind. And thus it is not to be wondered, they 
ſhould excite a ferment in the multitude, introduce 


abundance of wild diſorders into practice, occaſion a 


neglect of the plain duties of life, and beget a popu- 


lar diſcontent and uneaſineſs, which has ſometimes 
given a ſhock to government itſelf. For all this is but 


the natural conſequence of deſerting the rule of pru- 


| dence and Chriſtian piety, declared in the text, of 

promoting goſpel-righteouſneſs in the way of prace—. 
by ſuch methods as are moſt agreeable to the rational 

| nature of man, to the ſtate and condition of civil ſo- 


ciety, and to the genius of our holy religion. 


- AnD thus much is clearly enough underſtood by the 


conſiderate by-ſtander, by all indeed on whom thys 


in- 
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infectious ſpirit of fanaticiſm hath not fallen. Yet fo 


table are we all, in our turns, to become enthuſiaſts, 


that the very men who are moſt diſguſted at this in- 
temperate proceeding in others, are the readieſt to fly 


out into the like exceſſes themſelves. For now the 


ſtrenuous OPPOSER OF ENTHUSIASM is no longer able 
to contain himſelf. He.grows impatient of the follies 
and miſchiefs which he ſees ariſe from the progreſs 
of this phrenzy, and, in his zeal to counteraC its 


reſtleſs operations, runs blindfold into the very mad- 


neſs he condemns. © For what (fays the warm aſ- 
© ſertor of eſtabliſhed decency and order) ſhall I calm- 
« ly fit ſtill and wait the event of this licentious and 
growing evil? Shall theſe diſturbers go on to mo- 
« Jeſt the public tranquillity, and by theſe novel and 
“ pernicious doctrines to turn the world upſide down, 
and ſhall I take no part in a conjuncture ſo impor- 
tant and alarming ? Shall theſe groundleſs fancies be 
wa permitted to ſpread amongſt us, to the diſorder of 
6 private families, the loſs of the public induſtry, and 
c the ruin of the deluded perſons themſelves ? And 
© what way of putting a ſtop to them, but by coming 


** to ſome vigorous and active meaſures ? Argument 


< and remonſtrance muſt be thrown away on perſons 
© ſo addicted to the wildeſt conceits and paſſions. One 


% might as well think of calming a tempeſt by words, 
as of allaying ſuch madneſs by reaſon.” 

 Havixe gradually heated himſelf by ſuch reflexions 
as theſe, the avowed enemy of enthuſiaſm very naturally 
becomes himſelf an inflamed zealot ; and then, with 


5 the 


"art 


191 
the beſt intentions in the world, doubles the very ca- 
lamity he ſtrives to leſſen or remove. For rage and 
bitterneſs on the one hand but ſerve to excite and 
confirm ſtubborneſs and obſtinate perſeverance on the 


other, till all is anarchy and uproar, and they whoſe 


religion ſhould only inſpire peace, are driven by their 
paſſions into every —— practice of contention 


and ſtrife. 


suck are the unhappy tendencies of fa oe zeal in_ 


FR two ſorts of men, of whoſe characters I have here 
preſented a very faint image. For a more juſt concep- 


tion of both we need only imagine to ourſelves what 


the Laws divine, and buman; or, which comes to the 
ſame thing, what the proficient in true ſcriptural wiſ- 
dom, and the civil mag? firate would remonſtrate to 
each of them. 


« AND, fir/t, Is it not and (might the eib in- 


« formed MINISTER OF Gop's woRD fay) ye ſhould 
ce know ſo little of that religion for which ye contend, 
ce as to begin with ſacrificing what is molt eſſential to 


ce its nature, Chriſtian charity, to your ungoverned | 


<« paſſions? YE, who in the zeal of promoting godli- 
« neſs, conceive yourſelves to be prompted by the 
« Holy Spirit himſelf, ſhould ye not, before ye ad- 
venture on ſuch an enterprize, firſt, as ye arè com- 
© manded, Zry the ſpirit whether it be, indeed, of God? 


Is a ſtrong perſuaſion, or feeling, as ye term it, 


<« ſufficient authority for you to act upon in matters 


« of this moment ? Doth not every man's obſerva- 
0 tien, nay, doth not every man's conſcious experi- 
S ©. ence 
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confidence nothing better than preſumption. The 


Or, when he afterwards ated, with another ſpirit 
e indeed, but the ſame zeal in a better cauſe, had he 


d to ſuch diſorderly methods of diſplaying it, and 


[19 ] 
ce ence prove to him, that there is a wrong perſuaſion 
cas well as a right; and that a ſtrong perception or 
« feeling of the mind, may as well be alledged on the 
e fide of human error as of heavenly truth? Conſider 
* ſeriouſly with yourſelves, what doth this perſuaſion 
amount to? Is it the perception of a divine revela- 
« tion, admitted by the mind as ſuch on any rational 
* grounds of conviction, or is it only the perception 
ce of a conceit, ſtrongly impreſſed on a heated imagi- 
<« nation? If the latter ſhould happen to be the caſe, 
ce your perſuaſion, after all, may be illuſion, and your 


e poſſibility of ſuch a miſtake ye will hardly diſpute 
« with me. Or if ye ſhould, the matter of fact is 
<« demonſtrable on certain and even ſcriptural autho- 
« rity. For, tell me, was St. Paul's perſugſian, which. 
e himſelf aſſures us was the ſtrongeſt that could be, 
« 4 juſt excuſe for his violences againſt the Chriſtians ? 


© no ſurer grounds to juſtify him in this change, than 
<« mere perſuaſion ? To come cloſe to the point with 
you, have ye, as the truly inſpired of old, the evi- 
« dence of miraculous powers to ſupport and teſtify ... 
« your commiſſion ? And, if ye have not, {KH not 
your zeal ſuſpect itſelf, and ſtop ſhort, when it leads 


* when ye ſee it actually producing ſo many irregular 
« works ? Ought ye not to have ſome very authentic 
proof of your heavenly deſignation, when, in confi- 

| _« dence 
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« dence of it, ye negle& the wholſome ordinances 
« of your country, lay aſide the reverence that is due 
« to the proviſions of public wiſdom, and, by very 
* unprecedented methods, go about to diſcompoſe 
cc eſtabliſhed order and peace ?” 

Ap ye, on the other ond, who take fo zuft 
« offence at theſe outrages, do ye not however err in 
r your methods of ſuppreſſing them? Is it not true 
*© as well of the oppeſers of any ſcheme of religion, as 


c not the righteouſneſs of God? Are ye indeed con- 
e vinced of the wildneſs, folly, and evil tendency of 
« fanatic zeal ? ſhew this conviction in the peaceable 


0 piety, and by a calm endeavour, as far as your own 
e province extends, to engage or continue others in 
cd the ſame juſt practice. Be the miſtakes of others 
e ever ſo notorious, why ſhould that induce you to 
te take wrong ſteps to confute them? Remember, if 
0 * ye oppoſe violence to error, a breach of charity is 
e the immediate and certain effect: And the miſ- 


«are much inflamed by it.” 
« I a word, to admoniſh both of you in the lan- 
« guage of the Apoſtle, Vbo is a wiſe man and endued 


1 Jodge of religion; ; who thinks himſelf qualified, 


« St, James iii. 
C 2 6 and 


"op 


« of the abetters of it, that the wrath of man worketh 


e Fruits of righteouſneſs, in a ſteddy adherence to the 
1 forms, as well as ſubſtantial duties of a more rational 


« chiefs, ye mean to remedy, cannot be cured, nay, 


e with knowledge amang/t you a? Who is there of you 
* who believes he hath made a progreſs in the know- 


1 
« and ſo is zealous to promote the true, or prevent 
e the ſpreading of what he takes to be the wrong 
« faith? Let ſuch an one, which ever part he takes, 
ce confine himſelf to this ſacred rule, Let him not 
* ftrive or preach the Goſpel of ill-will; but let him 
* content himſelf, as the Scripture divinely ſpeaks, 0 
** ſhew out of a good converſation his works with meek- 
* neſs of wiſdom.” 
Tus far the experienced miniſter of Chrift in 
the very ſpirit of his maſter, and of the religion he 
is commiſſioned to teach. Or, if his mild remon- 
ſtrance be ineffectual to reclaim theſe zealots, let them 
further attend to what the CIVIL MAGISTRATE in a 
tone of higher authority, becoming the dignity of his 
office, ſees fit to reprehend in them. 
e WHEREFORE (might he fay) is the quiet of my 
« government diſordered by your forward and tu- 
«© multuous proceedings ? Is pure and undefiled reli- 
gion, as ye pretend, the ſole object of your zeal? 
„Why do ye not then apply yourſelves to promote 
« it by ſuch means, as the reaſon of the thing de- 
e mands, and which my juſt moderation allows you 
to make uſe of? On whoſe conſcience do I lay 
« check and reſtraint? Whom do I hinder from 
it x * informing the minds of others in the only way 
« which can be permitted in civil ſociety and can, in- 
1 e deed, be effectual even to your own purpoſes, that 
© of calm perſuaſion and fair argument? What mean- 
eth then this turbulence of religious zeal ? which 
** might, perhaps, have ſome excuſe from the rigid 
5 | « 1mpo=- 
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"ve impoſitions of ſevere intolerant authority, but 1s a 


« very unfit return for that enlarged and generous in- 


e dulgence, which the equity of my government ex- 
ce tends to all. In a word, amidſt the full enjoyment 


« of Chriſtian liberty, why am I affronted by your 


<« raſh infringement of thoſe laws and regular inſtitu- 
© tions, which LI have provided for the due mainte- 


e nance of religion, and the preſervation of the pub- 


ce lic tranquillity ? Is it fitting, think ye, that my 
ee authority be made light of and ſuperſeded by every 
ce fond and fanciful ſuggeſtion of private men?“ 
O the other hand, if over-weening and miſta- 
ken perſons judge amiſs in theſe matters, and ex- 
ce ceed the limits which the regards of decency and 
a reſpe for my office demand, is this a ſufficient 
« vindication of equally wrong and improper methods 
of appeaſing ſuch diſorders? Why, in your over- 
te haſty zeal to prevent the overflowings of miſchief, 
« do ye invade my prerogative of applying violence 
and. force? Why do ye not encounter encroaching 
« errors with the weapons of a ſpiritual warfare, ſcri- 
© ptural authority and juſt reaſon ; and leave to me 
the care of checking public Sveders, if I ſee occa- 
© ſton for ſuch remedies, by temporal arms? 
<« To both parties, let me ſay, I have a tender re- 
« gard for the rights of conſcience ; I favour and pro- 
* tet Chriſtian liberty: I have a zeal for true reli- 
ce gion and goſpel-piety : but my duty requires me 
eto diſcountenance and ſtop diſſentions : I forbid ſe- 
dition: I command peace.” 


c 


* 


AFTER 
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Ar run this manner doth the authority of the ci 


#:0er concur with the meekneſs of Chriſtian wiſdom 


in condemning both extremes of an enthuſiaſtic piety; 
and bigotted xeal. The magiſtrate, whoſe object is 
public utility and the miniſter of the Goſpel, whoſe 
province is the guardianſhip of religious trutb, equally 
demand of us, to put a ſtop to theſe pernicious ex- 
ceſſes. And ſhall we not ſubmit with reverence to 
their commands ? Shall not their engaging remon- 


ſtrances, which are perpetually ſounding in the ear 


of reaſon, repreſs our forward paſſions, and lead us 
back into the paths of an even and regular piety ? 

Os, if we ſtand in need of farther inducements; 
let us attend a little to our ſituation both in a REL1- 


cblous and CIVIL capacity; ; and we ſhall ſoon perceive 
this | is no time to give frech rg to the enemies, 


„ þ 


of both. 


id 


Ar a time when the contagion of Sener manners 


* laying waſte the purity of Chriſtian fractice, and 
a licentious ſpirit of irreligion is making havock of the 
Chriſtian faith, why do we not turn our arms againſt 


theſe common adverfaries, inſtead. of encouraging 


| fruitleſs and deſtructive animoſities with one another? 


In a ſeaſon, like this, it more eſpecially concerns thoſe 
who have a zeal for religion to be cautious how they 
diſgrace it in the eyes of men by groundleſs claims 
and uncharitable diviſions. We ſhould rather apply 


our pains to recover the reverence that is due to the 


truly inſpired Scriptures, than diſcredit the very name 
of 


0% 4: 5 0 
of inſpiration by ſetting up falſe and viſionary pre- 


tenſions to it ourſelves. As on the other hand, in- 


ſtead of directing our hoſtilities againſt miſtaken but 


fincere believers, why do we not rather unite againſt 
thoſe avowed Enemies of our faith, who, not con- 
tent to reject, are ready to catch at every opportunity 
to vilify and defame it? It is, in truth, amongſt the 


principal diſgraces of the age in Which we live, that 


neither the light of revelation, nor the aſſiſtances which 
improved philoſophy hath now brought to the exer- 


ciſe of human reaſon can prevent the religioniſt, off 


more than one denomination, from ſinking into the 
dotages of the rankeſt fanaticiſm. And every wiſe and 

good man will be ready to do his utmoſt to remove 
this encroaching ſcandal from our times. But our firſt 
and chiefeſt care ſhould ſurely be directed againſt the 
adverſaries both of faith and reaſon. A miſtaken 
friend, tho' charity would prompt us by every proper 
method to ſet him right, will merit our indulgence 
more than a determined enemy. In a word, the ſtate 
of religion among us is ſuch as calls upon us rather to 
employ every art of Chriſtian Pence, and every 
grace of Chriſtian piety to vindicatè and recommend 
it to others, than by our follies, overſights, and indiſ- 
cretions to diſhonour it amongſt ourſelves. 

AND as the regards we at preſent owe to our com- 
mon Chriſtianity require this conduct, ſo doth a re- 
ſpect to the exigencies of the government of our coun- 
try loudly call for it. For in the preſent overflowing 
of iniquity, which but too naturally follows on tl e 


"ho ate 


decline of pure religion and PR virtue, the magi- 
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productive of all the bleſſings of gho 


[ 6 ] 
irate has enough to do to reſtrain the daring enormi- 
ties of the times, without any freſh diſturbance from 


thoſe who moſt deteſt and condemn them. We cannot 
but obſerve with aſtoniſhment the prevalence of the 


moſt unnatural and flagitious crimes, which, as ap- 


pears from ſome late examples, are riſen to that 


height, that even his majeſty's moſt paternal care and 
ſollicitude for the welfare of his people, the wiſeſt 
proviſion of laws, and the moſt equal diſtribution of 


public juſtice, are all little enough to ſecure to us the 


bleſſings of private and domeſtic peace. In ſuch a 
conjuncture then let not the friends of virtue and re- 
ligion improvidently lend a hand to the diſorders of 


the ſtate. Let not ſuch be forward to augment the 


weight of care which at all times lies heavy enough 


on our governors, but from the preſent depravity 


of manners, is now in a way to become exceſſive 


and inſupportable. In ſhort, to come back to the in- 


ſtruction of the text, as all of us who profeſs the re- 
ligion of Chriſt, muſt be ſenſible how expedient it is 
70 of the fruit of righteouſneſs 1 in this degenerate age, 
ſo let us refolve to do it in the way, which that reli- 
gion adviſes, of perfect amity and peace. Let every 
ee ee of the laws of our religion and of ſo- 
ciety, of the duty we owe both to God and man, in- 


ſpire us with a love of that wiſdom which is pure and 


feaceable, which hath its Lande n reaſon, and is 
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